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Report on the Consultation survey on the virtual platform

Evaluation of UNIBO Umbrella event
November 2020

Introduction

In the context of WP10, Milestone 10.1, Deliverable 10.2, the current report addresses the consultation
conducted on the GrEnFIn platform to gather feedback on the Umbrella event conducted by UNIBO.

The relevant KPIs for this milestone are:
e PI110.1 All questionnaires have been delivered
e P|10.2 Rate of responsiveness to questionnaires (above 80%: satisfactory/below 50%:
unsatisfactory)
e P|10.3 Satisfaction with the evaluation of the results reported by the partners (1 satisfactory - 5
unsatisfactory)
e Pl 10.4 Compliance with the project/evaluation plan and respect of the deadlines (1-5).
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Umbrella organization meeting

This event was conducted on the 17th of November 2020. It was organized by UNIBO, in Italian, and aimed at
introducing the GrEnFin project to a number of local stakeholders. All participants were directly invited by
GrEnFin partners.

Evaluation of the KPIs:
e PI10.1: the questionnaire was communicated to all, in that it is satisfactory.
e Pl 10.2: the rate of response has been unsatisfactory, with a total of six answers for 37 attendants.
e Pl 10.3: 4/5. The reported satisfaction was high regarding the organization, the structure and the
different parts of the event.
e Pl 10.4: 5/5, the calendar positioning of the event has complicated regular plans, but that could be

well integrated.

Furthermore, a number of insights can be derived from the responses given to the questionnaire, in spite of
their very limited number. They also need to be interpreted in light of the material that was presented to the
participants, i.e. reflecting a perception conditional on our current stage of development.

First, participants were asked what they see as the key strengths of the GrEnFIn program. The international
dimension was the most chosen option, followed by the fitting of the approach to industry needs and the
transverse design.

International dimension I
Fitted approach to current industry needs IS
Transverse design

Selection of courses
0 2 4

Figure 1: strengths of GrEnFin identified by respondents (x axis in number of respondents approving)

Next, participants were asked to point to what they perceive as limitations of the programs. Here, the lack of
market demand was the most chosen, followed by the structure of the professional module. Note that the
option “Structure of the master program” was not picked by any participant, which might be less indicative
as the master program is at a less advanced stage.

Limited market demand [

Structure of the professional module

Gaps in curriculum
0 1 2 3

Figure 2: limitations of GrEnFin as seen by respondents (x axis in number of respondents approving)
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The next questions were dealing with the professional experience of participants, and they were first asked to
evaluate the importance of sustainable energy and finance, for themselves and their company more broadly,
on a 1 to 5 scale. The distribution of answers is reported in Figure 3, where we can observe a significant
variance in the individual responses but a clear importance of the topic at the company level.

Importance of sustainable energy and finance

For the respondent I—_—I

For the company 4 I +
1 2 3 4 5

Figure 3: personal perspective on the importance of sustainable energy and finance, distributions of ratings on
ascalefromlto5

Next was a question on the nature of the gaps in the respondent’s profession when it comes to sustainable
energy and finance. As reported in Figure 4, every option was picked by at least one third of the respondents.
This suggests that all of them are of some relevance, with financial and regulatory aspects being slightly
preferred.

Mastering dedicated financial instruments [INEIEIEIGNG
Keeping up with regulatory evolutions I

Communicating effectively with diverse partner industries I

Understanding engineering aspects
0 1 2 3
Figure 4: identified gaps within the profession (x axis in number of respondents approving)

Then, participants were asked about their expectations from the professional module more specifically. We
note here again an interest for financial skills and transversality, completed by research engagement. Note
that the option “Deeper understanding of engineering issues” was not picked by any respondent, suggesting
that this aspect is of less interest for them, even though two participants identified it as a gap previously.

Better informing of financial activities from T

the follow-up of sustainable projects

Associates with more transversal abilities 1

Better ability to engage with state-of-the-art
research on the field

0 1 2 3

Figure 5: expectations from professional modules (x axis in number of respondents approving)

Furthermore, when asked whether they would be interested in becoming GrEnFin partners, three participants
responded affirmatively (although it is unclear regarding two of them whether they represent institutions that
could in fact be eligible) and two others expressed an interest for other involvements.
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Figure 6 reports on the engagement with suggested types of involvement. What appears in fact is that the
participation to professional modules and internship offers to graduates are the most chosen, both not
requiring being a GrEnFin partner.

Participation to professional modules I
Internship offers EE

Contribution to the curriculum
0 1 2 3

Figure 6: types of involvement preferred (x axis in number of respondents approving)
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Conclusions & next steps

Overall, the event reported seem to have been fruitful, with a satisfactory number of participants.
Nevertheless, in line with what has been previously highlighted, the questionnaire participation has been
very low. This issue should be tackled in the future by exploring ways to improve the design of the
guestionnaire, its platform implementation and the incentives given to participants to fill it.

The responses given, although bearing little representativity, provide some useful insights into the
expectations of stakeholders, what could draw people to GrEnFin and what could be further improved.
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